
  F I F T E E N T H  15TH   A N N U A L

BEAUFORT

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

FILM  FESTIVAL
F E B R U A R Y  1 5 - 1 9 ,  2 0 2 1

BEAUFORTFILMFESTIVAL.COM

PRESENTING/HOST SPONSOR

THE BEAUFORT INN





Dear Film Friends and Visitors:

On behalf of the City of Beaufort, our City Council, 
staff and residents, I want to welcome you to one 
of the  “friendliest small towns in America.”  

Every year the Beaufort International Film Festival 
grows and gets better, which means I become even 

more excited about the gift the Beaufort Film Society and their 
many volunteers give to our residents and visitors. 

For those returning 
to Beaufort, we are 
glad you are “home.”  
For those here for the 
first time, we hope 
you’ll explore our  
historic landmarks, 
our natural habitat 
a n d  o u r  s p e c i a l  
relationship with the 
water that surrounds 
us. Even in these  
challenging times of a 
global  pandemic , 
please know that all 
efforts have been put 
forth to make sure 
your experience here is safe and enjoyable.  

Beaufort is proud to have hosted many film productions 
over the past half century and we hope our natural beauty and 
coastal environment, our growing crew base and talent and our 
“can do” approach will attract more projects that capture our 
unique qualities and spirit of the Lowcountry.

We are grateful to the Beaufort Film Society and those drawn 
to the Festival, which gives Beaufort a special opportunity  
to showcase our very special film friendly region.  

I hope you will make time to walk our streets, enjoy the  
serenity of our waterfront park, visit our shops and galleries, eat 
in our fine restaurants and talk with our engaging friendly people. 

I look forward to seeing and talking with you as you get to 
know our wonderful hometown a little better.  And please never 
hesitate to be in touch if I, my colleagues on City Council or 
any of our staff, can make film making in Beaufort even more 
user friendly.  

With huge appreciation for all, have fun, be safe, learn a lot 
and please come home as often as you wish. We love having you 
with us.

Sincerely,
Stephen Murray, Mayor

From the mayor





To Protect our Guests: 

We need your cooperation
with the following BIFF 2021

COVID Protocol policies.

Temperature Policy

All attendees, sponsors,
BFS Members, Volunteers, and

Vendors must participate in
a temperature check at

entry points into the venue.

Anyone showing a temperature
above 98.6˚ will not be permitted

to enter. Refunds may be prorated
and given for the missed events.

NO REFUNDS AFTER FEBRUARY 26TH.

Ticket Policy

The building will be cleared of all guests 
after each 2 hour block of films

for cleaning and sanitizing.

Ticket Holders must arrive and
be in line at least 15 minutes

prior to the start of each Block of films.  

Please line up in the order of:
1)  All Events Pass holders and Day Passes
2)  Sponsor ticket holders
3)  Filmmakers (with Filmmaker Lanyard)
4)  Block Ticket holders

We appreciate your cooperation and assistance.
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On behalf of the Beaufort Film Society, we want to  
welcome you to the 15th Annual Beaufort International 
Film Festival. We are honored by your presence and 
hope that 
d u r i n g 

your time with us 
you will be charmed 
by the breathtaking 
beauty of our land-
scape and inspired 
by audiences rich in 
appreciation for the 
art of filmmaking.  
Whether you are a 
filmmaker or simply 
a film lover, the “red 
carpet” is rolled out 
for you.

For a little background, in 2007 the Beaufort Regional Film 
Commission presented the first festival under the direction of the 
Beaufort Regional Chamber of Commerce. Since 2010 The Beaufort 
Film Society has produced the Beaufort International Film Festival 
and recognized aspiring filmmakers of almost every genre including 
independent film features, animation, short films, student films, 
documentaries and screenwriting.  It is also an opportunity to 
showcase the beautiful “film-friendly” region of Beaufort and the 
Carolina Sea Islands. For nearly a half century Beaufort has served 
as the backdrop for more than 20 major motion pictures, including 
Forrest Gump, The Big Chill, The Prince of Tides, and many more.  
Through this festival we will reintroduce our sweeping marsh  
vistas, antebellum homes, and quiet charm of the old south to a 
new generation of filmmakers.

about the Festival

Ron & Rebecca Tucker

www.Hilton.com/en/hotels/bftschx-hampton-beaufort/

• Hilton Clean Stay
• Breakfast & WiFi Included

• Marsh Views
• Outdoor Pool

• Fitness & Business Centers

2342 Boundary Street,
Beaufort, SC 29902

(843) 986-0600
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 Jean Ribaut Awards 
Best Screenplay            Karen M. Peluso Fine Art Photography
Best Animation               Covington Blind & Shutter Company
Best Student Film                          Edna Davis
Best Narrative Short     12th Angel Productions/Randy Goodwin
Best Comedy                One Blood
Best Documentary Feature    Gilbert Law Firm
Best Documentary Short           HomeTown Realty/Mike McFee
Best Feature           Susan Murphy Klamm
Best Actress         Bay Street Jewelers, Mark & Terri Stokes
Best Actor                LowCountry Car Rentals & CarsMark Sales
            Mark & Wendy Brunn
Best Director                      Edwin Barnhart
Duty & Honor                        AlphaGraphics
Audience Choice        Stacy Applegate & Wendy Goller
            Keller Williams Realty
Susan A. K. Shaffer Humanitarian Award           Mark Shaffer
Festival Day Sponsor - Wednesday         Leslie & Landon Thorne
Festival Day Sponsor - Thursday          Beaufort/Port Royal CVB

our sponsors
Categories & Sponsors



Jurors

Candace Bruder
Candace Bruder is a multiple award win-
ning screenwriter with an MFA in Film 
from Columbia University in 2000.  She 
has completed all but her  dissertation 
for a PhD in Educational Technology and 
Communication, at New York University.  
Candace formerly served as the Senior 
Director of Communications, for the 
University of South Carolina, Beaufort 
and is now the Communications Director 
for Beaufort County School District.

Patrice K Andrews
Patrice Andrews’ television career as a 
Producer, Executive Producer and Produc-
tion Executive spans over 30 years. Patrice 
started her television career at Discovery 
Networks and served in senior produc-
tion roles at Discovery Channel, TLC 
and Discovery Pictures.  She was Head of 
Programming & Production in New York 
for MetroTV and was also an Executive 
Producer at A&E.  She recently served as 
General Manager for Animal Planet where 
she was responsible for all aspects of programming, production and de-
velopment. Prior to that, she was the Chief Operating Officer at ITV 
Studios America’s New York office for 11 years where she managed the 
development and production of multiple non-fiction programs, includ-
ing the long-running A&E series The First 48 and the TLC series Four 
Weddings.  She is currently running her own media consulting business 
in the NYC area called FAB! Creative.  



Malindi Fickle
Malindi Fickle is an actor/director who 
was based out of New York City but 
now resides in Honolulu. She attended 
New York University where she graduat-
ed Summa Cum Laude in 2002. She got 
her start in acting in an indie film called 
Eyes of the Prey  and eventually made the 
transition into directing in 2006 with 
By The People. She got her training at 
The School for Film & Television and 
Michael Howard Studios for acting. She 
got her first part in Eyes of the Prey by 
playing an extra in the courtroom scenes of the film. She got her 
first lead when she played Megan in Jacklight and continued to star 
in movies such as Everything Relative and St. Andrew’s Girls before 
making her way into directing with the film Suck it Up Buttercup 
about drug addiction, released in 2014.

Simone Griffeth
Simone Griffeth was born in Savannah, 
GA. and grew up in Bluffton, SC.  After 
attending the University of SC, Simone 
enjoyed a long career in television, film 
and theater in Los Angeles and New York.  
Simone has appeared in over 100 TV 
shows including guest star roles in Magnum 
PI, TJ Hooker, Silk Stalkings, Three’s Company, 
and Golden Girls. Recent film roles include 
Savannah, Sleeping Around, The Untouched 
and the Nicholas Sparks film The Choice.

Jurors
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Film Festival ParticipantsFilm Festival Participants
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Brad Jayne
Brad specializes in high-end broadcast and  
media content for top companies and adver-
tising agencies around the nation. His work 
has been celebrated at major film festivals and 
media organizations, such as Sundance Insti-
tute, Cucalorus, International Public Television 
Showcase, and the American Jazz Museum. 
Brad also works with programs like the South 
Carolina Film Commission’s Indie Grants, 
where he produces short film projects by South 
Carolina filmmakers. In the nine-year life of the program, their projects 
have been applauded by film festivals such as Palm Springs, Austin Film 
Festival, L.A. Film Festival, Toronto AfterDark, Mediera Film Festival, 
and the Cleveland International Film Festival.  He founded and oversees 
the Young Filmmakers Project, a high-school filmmaking competition 
and as a son of the South, he recognizes the immense storytelling and 
rich culture in his home region, and has dedicated himself to the ad-
vancement of its communities and production industry.

Jurors
Anneliza Itkor
Anneliza Itkor relocated to Hilton Head 
several years ago following a 25 year acting 
career. Itkor’s focus was theatrical work 
and while in LA, she was active as an  
actress, singer, and voiceover artist.  
Anneliza moved into casting and directing 
and since relocating, Anneliza has continued 
doing voiceovers from her home studio,  
supported local businesses lending her 
on-camera skills to infomercials and  
commercials, and also enjoys teaching and 
coaching aspiring actors and singers.

T he Chocolate TreeT he Chocolate Tree
Delicious Treats • Made with LoveDelicious Treats • Made with Love

“40 years of candy making”“40 years of candy making”
507 Carteret Street • 843-524-7980507 Carteret Street • 843-524-7980

Monday-Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 1-5Monday-Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 1-5



Jurors

Marty Vermillion
Marty Vermillion is a video professional with 
over 40 years experience in broadcast televi-
sion and video production.  His career began 
at WSPA TV in Spartanburg, SC. He later 
worked for WCSC TV in Charleston and 
then served as the Video Director at Seacoast 
Church in Mt. Pleasant, SC. Currently, Marty 
works for Growing Families International and 
serves as a cameraman and associate producer on sports broadcasts 
for ESPN, NBC, Fox, CNN and others. For more than 10 years Mar-
ty served as camera operator and video technician for Good-To-Go 
Video, a documentary production company which produces pro-
grams about the United States Marine Corps.

John Schwab
John Schwab is an Actor, Director and Produc-
er and runs the theatre website Curtain Call 
(www.curtaincallonline.com). John was also a 
long-standing member of The Reduced Shake-
speare Company where he performed The 
Complete Works of William Shakespeare, The 
Complete History of America and The Com-
plete Word of God (all abridged), at the Criteri-
on Theatre. His film and television credits in-
clude Trust, The Catcher was a Spy,  Jurassic World 
2, Zero Dark Thirty, The Fifth Estate, Doctor Who, The Queens Gambit, 
and more. John is also an award winning filmmaker and was nominat-
ed for a BIFA for his feature film producing debut The Hide, which 
won Best Feature Film at the Beaufort International Film Festival. 
His short film The Applicant was also a winner at BIFF. John resides 
in London with his wife, Tamsin, and two sons, Jack and Sam.

812 Bay Street  •  Monday-Saturday  10-6  •  Sunday 11-5
843-379-5445  •  www.BeaufortRiverGlass.com

Featuring Artwork 
From 40+ Artists

10% Off
Purchase Of 

Non-Sale Items
With BIFF
Lanyard







825 Bay Street  •  Historic Downtown Beaufort
843-524-5250  •  www.BayStreetOutfitters.com
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The Best Outdoor & TravelThe Best Outdoor & Travel
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screenplays
Along the Way
By: Alejandro (Alex) Leopardi – Rockville, MD
This is a son of an immigrant story. This is a high school senior story. 
This is a story of struggle, tears, and triumph. Julian, a first-generation 
Latino and the first in his family who may actually graduate high school, 
has excelled in education, but with his head buried in the books, Julian 
has had almost no time for socializing. Now, with the stress of both 
his education and his mother’s constant pressure to succeed weighing 
heavily on him, Julian decides to escape by partaking in the “normal” 
high school experience.

Amira
By: Bob Celli – New York, NY
A career soldier, having lost faith in the military, struggles with a ghost 
from his past and a troubled marriage as he attempts to save a young 
Arab girl from the cruelties of war. 

Connect
By: John Pisano-Thomsen – Toronto, Canada
It’s 1989. 19-year-old want-to-be artist, Kip Evers uncovers a disturbing 
secret kept by his mother for 20 years: the man known all his life as his 
father is NOT his biological father. Betrayed and sick of being forced 
by his parents to study business, Kip runs away to New York City to 
access a trust left by his bio father, pursue his passion in art, and to find 
some meaning to his life. 

Litter Bug
By: Izzy and Vic Vaughan – Cazac, France
Illegal deforestation, excessive trash deposits and an infestation of 
flies causes the disintegration of an offshore waste disposal facility 
and an engineer must evacuate her team before the island collapses.

One Way Out 
By: Alyxandrya Prynce – Raleigh, NC
After drinks and dinner at a local bar in Chicago, an unsuspecting mid 
20’s couple, Karyn and Marcus, enter a train station headed home.  
Having targeted them before they even left the bar, a psychopath 
named Benjamin begins twisting their reality and toying with their minds. 

The Shadow of Frankenstein 
By: John Johnson and Adam Stover – Given, WV
As a boy, Karl Beckert is introduced by his father to Captain Wal-
ton from Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. Karl witnesses an accident 
where he meets Frankenstein and it informs his decision to become 
a doctor. Karl begins his studies in London and meets Anton Bauer, 
a fellow student, who introduces Karl to Lily, with whom he falls 
madly in love. Lily dies tragically. The idea of resurrecting Lily be-
comes a fixation for Karl. He begins to study reanimation at night. 
Karl discovers Shelley’s Frankenstein.

Zero Legacy 
By: Izzy and Vic Vaughan – Cazac, France
In a future world where the proof of reincarnation means a strict 
‘one in, one out’ policy on life, a midwife uncovers a life insurance 
scam as she learns her own child is at risk of mandatory culling.



Good movies. Better State.
So grab your popcorn and settle in for 
a flick that’s bound to be a winner.

Get to a better StateGet to a better State®®.. Get State Farm.

Encore.

®

Corriveau Insurance Agency, Inc.
Andy Corriveau CLU, AgentAndy Corriveau CLU, Agent

andy@forins.organdy@forins.org
Beaufort, SC 29902Beaufort, SC 29902
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Identity Crisis – 7min
Directed by: Natalie Nichols
Costa Mesa, CA  (Chapman Univ.)
Screening: Thursday 9:00am
A cyborg named Scott is looking for 
the perfect gift for a loved one, but not all 
is well in this futuristic city when he finds 
his own picture on a wanted poster . . .

In Our
Nature –  5min
Directed by: Echo Wilson
Winston-Salem, NC (UNCSA)
Screening: Tuesday 9:00am
An animated documentary exploring  
humanity’s relationship with nature through 
a world of interviewed “animals.”

Rocky Road – 6min
Directed by: Madison Crisp & 
Victoria Sosa
Winston-Salem, NC (UNCSA)
Screening: Wednesday 9:00am
The story of a socially anxious 
foster child, Maní, connecting 
to her community through 
her adopted mother’s ice cream stand. As she grows up, 
Maní learns the importance of family, community, and 
self-confidence through her foster mother’s teachings.

Shimmery – 3min
Directed by: TzuYi Yang
New York, NY (School of Visual Arts, NY)
Screening: Thursday 9:00am
Shimmery is a surreal, narrative animation 
whose style combines 3D and 2D graphic 
elements. A gentle beast searches for light 
in a dark forest taking the audience on an 
exploration of addiction at its essence.

Two Different
Kinds of Love – 6min
Directed by: Alyce Vest
Oakland, NC (SCAD)
Screening: Friday 9:00am
A little girl is excited to discover more 
about her adoption story.

animation



Applebaum – 16min
Directed by: Edward Loupe
Winston-Salem, NC (UNCSA)
Screening: Wednesday 4:00pm
A dying man and his nurse have one last 
conversation. It changes her life forever.

Born To See
14min

Directed by: Kristina Usaite
Brooklyn, NY (Brooklyn College CUNY)
Screening: Tuesday 11:20am
Overwhelmed with giving him independence, 
the mother of a blind boy struggles with 
their first separation and watches the 
world she built for him shatter.

The Cake – 10min
Directed: Meital Cohen Navarro
Los Angeles, CA (NY Film Academy, LA)
Screening: Wednesday 9:00am
A woman in her 80’s discovers a letter
from her late husband which reveals 
a secret he has kept from her for over 
40 years. The secret involves her best 
friend whom she has known most of her 
life. She decides to confront her friend 
over a Sunday afternoon tea, despite 
the many years that have passed. In the 

end, their regular afternoon tea takes an unexpected turn.

Fish Out of Water – 15min
Directed by: Alyssa Asaro
Vaughan, Ontario, Canada (Ryerson Univ.)
Screening: Thursday 9;00am
Fish Out of Water follows the 
story of 12-year old Henry, a 
non-verbal boy with Cerebral 
Palsy. While facing a difficult 
transition into school and with 
his brother growing more distant, 
Henry comes in contact with 
an alien. 

student Films



student Films
Oasis – 10min
Directed by:  Matthew Wassong
Westchester, NY (Chapman Univ.)
Screening: Thursday 3:30pm
In the near future, Earth has com-
pletely run out of fresh water. In a 
world of dehydration and desper-
ation, a curious young man and a 
mysterious woman both go to great 
lengths to get the one thing every-
one needs to survive.

Out of Stock – 18min
Directed by:  Bryan Taira
Vista, CA  (Chapman Univ)
Screening: Wednesday 4:00pm
In 1973, the host of The Tonight 
Show, Johnny Carson, made a joke 
that toilet paper was going out of 
stock. By the next day, stores across 
the country were completely sold out.

The Punishment – 12min 
(World Premier)

Directed by: Chris Sexton Fletcher
Bradenton FL (Screen Academy of Scotland)
Screening: Thursday 3:30pm
A grief-stricken father hunts down the 
boy responsible for the events which led 
to his son’s murder but finds himself un-
able to escape the consequences of his 
own violent actions.

Rosie – 17min
Directed by:  Tessa Germaine
Trabuco Canyon, CA (Chapman Univ.)
Screening: Tuesday 4:00pm
In 1943 America, factory worker Rose 
Donnelly must stand up for her female 
co-workers when their supervisor ig-
nores blatant harassment and refuses 
to treat them as equals to their male 
co-workers. Based on the “We Can Do 
It!” poster by artist J. Howard Miller.



The Story of My Grandma 
26min; Directed by:  Zhang Xiaoyu
Nantong Jiangsu, China
(Commonwealth Univ. of China)
Screening: Tuesday 9:00am
Rebellious Tiantian left for her grand-
mother, Orchid Qiu, who lives thou-
sands of miles away in a southern town. 
In the old house, estranged grandma 
and granddaughter gradually become 
familiar with each other. However, after 
a quarrel, Tiantian accidentally broke an 
old wedding photo. This accident broke the peace of the old 
house.

Take Care – 17min
Directed by: Cameron McCormack
Winston-Salem, NC (UNCSA)
Screening: Wednesday 1:50pm
Tasked with raising her younger 
siblings, a teenage girl must decide 
whether to pursue a social life or 
continue as a caretaker in the wake 
of her mother’s addiction.

Toomsboro – 15min
Directed by: Liam Tangum
Orange, CA (Chapman Univ.)
Screening: Thursday 3:30pm
Two brothers in a small Georgia town 
find a large sum of money in a crashed 
car and have different ideas about what 
to do with it.

student Films



shorts
Alina – 25min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Rami Kodeih
Brentwood, CA
Screening: Thursday 3:30pm
As Nazis separate children from their 
parents in the Warsaw Ghetto, a gang of 
women risks everything to smuggle their 
friend’s three-month-old baby to safety. 
Inspired by true events.

The Astronaut – 10min
(SC Premier)
Directed by: Joey Connolley
Wilmington, NC
Screening: Thursday 9:00am
An imaginative child must overcome 
the loss of his father before moving 
out of the memory-filled house they 
shared.

Bandwidth – 5min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Pat Battistini
& Robert Francke
Santa Clarita, CA
Screening: Tuesday 11:20am
Frank’s important job interview on 
Zoom goes south due to his “stay at 
home” Covid precautious family using 
up his bandwidth.

Calf Rope – 29min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Bradley Hawkins
Landisville, PA
Screening: Wednesday 1:50pm
During the summer of ‘66, a former 
rodeo champion and cattle auctioneer 
from Oklahoma bonds tightly with 
his young grandson from suburban 
Pennsylvania while teaching him a few 
tricks from his previous trades.



Dirty Little Secret
14min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Dale Griffiths Stamos
Santa Barbara, CA
Screening: Friday 9:00am
Nick thinks he can breeze 
through these therapy sessions 
with the court appointed psy-

chologist, Dr. Dana Reynolds. After all he’s Nicholas P. Ber-
enger - he’s charmed or bought himself out of worse situa-
tions than this. But soon he realizes that Dr. Reynolds may 
have something on him, and it’s not pretty.

Exit Zero – 39min
(World Premiere)
Directed by: Page Cooper Anderson
New York, NY
Screening: Tuesday 4:00pm
A set of dysfunctional twins, down 
on their luck, inherit a house they 
hope to sell for ready cash only to 
discover it is inhabited by their 
dreadful dead relatives. A new plan 
is hatched that promises a way to 
make a living off of the dead.

For Your Consideration 
14min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Poppy Gordon
Brooklyn, NY
Screening: Thursday 9:00am
Determined to party at Sundance, 
three entitled young women meet up 
at an LA member’s only club to make 
a selection-worthy short film. In an 
unholy fusion of wokeness and clue-
lessness, they build a narrative from 
atop the high perch of their privilege.

Going My Way – 16 min
(SC Premiere)
Directed by: Rob Margolies
Los Angeles, CA
Screening: Friday 9:00am
When a devoted wife, mother, and 
grandmother, receives devastating 
news about her health, she decides 
to live the remainder of her life on 
her own terms – possibly foregoing 
the wishes of her family.

shorts



Graceland – 14min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Bonnie-Kathleen Ryan
Los Angeles, CA
Screening: Wednesday 11:00am
Anna Camp stars as a south-
ern mom whose life is all-
shook-up when her fourth 
grader claims to be the rein-
carnation of the king of ‘rock-
n-roll.

Hallways and Doors 
18 min (World Premiere)
Directed by: J. P. Brennan
Los Angeles, CA
Screening: Tuesday 11:20am
After a dedicated LAPD officer 
kills a woman’s husband during a 
domestic disturbance call, his life 
is shattered. The only person who 
can save him from ending his own 
life is the widow of the man he 
killed.

shorts



Hung Up – 13min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Damon Osteen
Lubbock, TX
Screening: Thursday 3:30pm
Hung Up updates the modern-day 
cowboy mythology to a cowgirl my-
thology, telling the story of the in-
jured-but-indomitable Patty “Duke,” 
played by Ecuadorian-American ac-
tress Melissa Jackson.

Javelina Run – 19min
(SC Premiere)
Directed by: Lisa Belcher
Austin, TX
Screening: Thursday 1:20pm
Two idiot ranch hands pretend to 
be fugitive train robbers to get at-
tention from the ladies at an old 
west saloon.

Less Heat in Arizona 
25min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Tom Wardach
Pittstown, NJ
Screening: Friday 9:00am
Seasoned thief, Stan, pulls together 
two mismatched men for a big 
payoff heist. Slade, is ruthless and 
dangerous; his unwilling partner, 
Lee, is a timid, desperate accoun-
tant. During the commission of 
the crime, their true intentions 
come to light with wildly unex-
pected results.

Like Daughter,
Like Mother – 19min
(SC Premiere)
Directed by: Clyde Baldo
New York, NY
Screening: Tuesday 4:00pm
A mother and daughter navigate the 
world of online dating together.

shorts



shorts
Lunch Hour
with the President – 6min 
(World Premiere)
Directed by:  Pamela Perrine
Atlanta, GA
Screening: Friday 9:00am
A married couple’s conversation over 
morning coffee shifts from political 
to heartwarming, when a grandfa-
ther shares his excitement about the 
gift to his grandson, that gets more 
exposure than he ever imagined.

Mend – 22min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Shannon Eubanks
Acworth, GA
Screening: Tuesday 1:40pm
After the loss of his wife, Marv Waters 
is stuck in a lonely routine meant for 
two. But what he doesn’t see is that the 
purpose and community he craves exist 
just outside his front door.



Monarch Butterfly – 
17min (SC Premiere)
Directed by:  Clyde Baldo
New York, NY
Screening: Wednesday 11:00am
What would you do and how far 
would you go to keep a loved one?

The Mushroom Huntress 
10min (SC Premier)
Directed by: Jim Picariello
Brookesville, ME
Screening: Wednesday 11:00am
After Leigh is cut off from her cold, 
wealthy mother, and witnesses the ar-
rest of her loving-yet-scheming father, 
she attempts to support herself by 
capitalizing on her love of wild mushrooms. But while foraging 
along the forest floor she discovers a shocking family secret.

Now You See Us – 11min
(SC Premiere)
Directed by: Romina Schwedler
Brooklyn, NY
Screening: Thursday 11:00am
Two actresses “of a certain age” 
compete fiercely for a role in a TV 
commercial, but as their audition 
approaches, the lifelong rivals dis-
cover that they are in the presence 
of a much larger threat: A society 
that finds them invisible!

Oddly Popular – 28min
(SC Premiere)
Directed by: Fred Gallo
Capistrano Beach, CA
Screening: Wednesday 11:00am
Four fortuneless females have a hard 
time navigating daily life. Things 
get even more complicated when an 
accidental text inadvertently lands 
them their own reality show.

shorts



Patiri in the
Promised Land
26min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Page Cooper Anderson 
& Dana Schoenfeld
New York, NY
Screening: Wednesday 9:00am
A young immigrant from Zimba-
bwe befriends a bookstore owner 
in hopes of forming an alliance 
that could help her remain in her 
country of choice. Her own lies 

create an outcome she could never have predicted.

Plot – 16min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Jeremy Folmer
New York, NY
Wednesday 1:50pm
Tensions rise in the RiverPoints 
Community Playroom, as thirteen 
diverse Garden Club members slog 
through a never-ending bi-annual 
meeting run by the self-appointed 
leader Wang Fang. Interspersed be-
tween the meeting and its sudden 
unexpected turn are interviews with 
the gossipy New Age couple, the 
Frenchman and his alcoholic wife, the Old timers, the Millen-
nial newcomers, and others.

Rent Do – 15min
(World Premiere)
Directed by:  Gavin Michael Booth
Verdun, Quebec, Canada
Screening: Tuesday 4:00pm
Rent Do follows Rich, Winnie 
and Pete, roommates and reluc-
tant best friends. When each one 
is unceremoniously fired on the 
same day, they’re forced to start 
job hunting. But after Winnifred 
takes matters into her own hands, 
all three are forced into hiding. 
Paying rent becomes the least of 
their concerns.

shorts



Retirement Day – 12min
(SC Premiere)
Directed by: Cedric Thomas Smith
San Antonio, TX
Screening: Tuesday 11:20am
After 30 years of employment, Joe 
retires from his job so that he can 
spend the rest of his time with the 
love of his life, Eva.

The Sands of Time – 14 min 
(North American Premiere)
Directed by: James Hughes
Lutterworth, United Kingdom
Screening: Wednesday 1:50pm
A Time Portal in the sands brings a 
young couple together.

Silent Notes – 11min
(SC Premiere)
Directed by: Kiki Tsakalakis
New Canaan, CT
Screening: Thursday 1:20pm
A misunderstood, deaf, white 
young man longs to join a black 
Baptist choir that he secretly ad-
mires, in hopes of becoming part 
of the community. 

shorts



Sweatbox – 11min
Directed by: Nate O’Mahoney
Mt. Pleasant, SC 
Screening: Wednesday 4:00pm
Two children are trapped inside during 
a lethal heatwave when a criminal  
arrives, begging for shelter.

Victim
N0. 6 
22min
(World Premiere)
Directed by:   Nancy Menagh
Little Silver, NJ
Screening: Tuesday 11:20am
It’s 1975 in New York City, which 
has been unaffectionately dubbed 
“Fear City” by the Council for Pub-
lic Safety. Donna stands in front of a 
derelict newsstand, smoking a ciga-
rette and reading the headline: “The 

City Slasher Trashes Another Victim. Who Will be Next?”

The Violin – 8min
(SC Premiere)
Directed by:  Jon Rosenbloom
New York, NY
Screening: Tuesday 4:00pm
Matthew Rhys portrays a recent 
divorcee in a nuanced film about 
music, regret, and hope in a cruel 
world.

Writer’s Block – 20min 
(SC Premiere)
Directed by:  Daniel Hamby
Charlotte, NC
Screening: Wednesday 9:00am
Every filmmaker has heard the 
phrase, “Write what you know,” 
but what happens when it’s taken 
too far? A filmmaker suffering from 
writer’s block on his murder mys-
tery feature film takes the advice 
“write what you know” too literally.

shorts



A Band to Honor
1hr 17min (World Premier)
Directed by: Warren Hull
Las Vegas, NV
Screening: Thursday 11:00am
A Band to Honor is a documentary 
feature film that uses archival foot-
age, photographs, and personal in-
terviews to tell the story of 21 young 
naval musicians. These individuals 
were among the 1,177 USS Arizona 
members who lost their lives when 
the Empire of Japan attacked Pearl 
Harbor on December 7, 1941. 

Bastards’ Road
1hr 35min (SC Premier)
Directed by: Brian Morrison
Crofton, MD
Screening: Friday 1:30pm
With remarkable honesty, insight and 
humor, Marine veteran Jon Hancock’s 
6000 mile journey is uniquely posi-
tive. It’s about changing the ways one 
relates to traumatic memories. It’s 
about beginning the healing process.

The Girl Who
Wore Freedom – 1hr 30min 
(SC Premier)
Directed by: Christian Taylor
Wheaton, IL
Screening: Tuesday 1:40pm
The journey from occupation to 
liberation, to acceptance and for-
giveness to gratitude and pride, is 
explored through interviews with 
French survivors and American vet-
erans in this powerful, personal film 
that tells stories handed down over 
two generations.

duty & honor



documentary shorts
Mr. Myrtle Beach – 14min
Directed by: Joel Allen
Myrtle Beach, SC 
Screening: Wednesday 9:00am
A look at the history of Myrtle Beach 
through the lens of Jack Thompson.

ProDogTV – 23min
(SC Premiere)
Director: Randall Owens
Greenville SC
Screening: Friday 9:00am
A docuseries about professional dogs

Roots of Lacrosse – 24min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Shelby Tsioweriohsta Adams & Joanne Storkan
Pebble Beach, CA
Screening: Thursday 9:00am
The game of lacrosse has its roots in 
North American Indigenous nations. 
This short documentary provides a 
brief history of the sacred and cultural 
aspects of this sport, originally played 
for the Creator, as well as for the health 
and welfare of the people.

Thoughts & Prayers
18min (SC Premiere)
Directed by: Hope Ballard
Highlands Ranch, CO  
Screening: Wednesday 11:00am
Gun violence has been heavily preva-
lent in the lives of young adults such as 
the filmmaker, Hope Ballard. This film 
documents Hope’s personal journey as 

she works with a civil rights expert, a father of a Columbine 
victim, and a gun enthusiast in search of answers to the gun 
violence crisis in America. 



documentary Features
The Hills I Call Home
57min (SC Premier)
Director: Ashton Gleckman
Carmel, ID
Screening: Thursday 1:20pm
The Hills I Call Home is an ex-
ploration into the town of Beat-
tyville, a rural settlement located 
deep in the heart of the American 
Appalachian Mountains. Though 
it’s one of America’s poorest 
towns - it’s home to a tight-knit 
community who binds together to 
push through hard times.

Invitation to the Dance – 40min
Directed by: Sarah Shoemaker
Greenville, SC
Screening: Wednesday 4:00pm
Invitation to the Dance in-
troduces Lena Forster and her 
adult special needs ballet class. 
Filmmaker Sarah Shoemaker 
follows five students through 
a year of dance and life, offer-
ing viewers the opportunity to 
glimpse a perspective frequent-
ly overlooked, to listen to voic-
es frequently unheard, and to 
witness the experiences of those 
who are impacted by the dancers. The film seeks to explore 
questions about life, community, and our ability to appreci-
ate both the gifts and the limits of each of us.

Navigating Thru
1hr 27min (SC Premier)
Directed by: Lindsay Taylor Jackson
Acton, MA
Screening: Tuesday 9:00am
Navigating Thru follows the jour-
ney of several women as they hike 
2,200 miles along the Appalachian 
Trail.



A Shot Through the Wall
1hr 28min (SC Premier)
Director: Aimee Long
New York, NY
Screening: Tuesday 7:30pm
A young Chinese-American cop un-
ravels after accidentally shooting 
an innocent African-American man 
through a wall.

Electric 
Jesus
1hr 47min (SC Premier)
Director: Chris White
Greenville, SC
Screening: Monday 8:00pm
A wistful coming-of-age music-comedy 
reminiscent of The Commitments, That 
Thing You Do, and Sing Street – a rock-
and-roll movie about a band that never 
quite makes it. While the screen band’s 
music is a weird mash-up of 80’s hair 

metal and Sunday school, Electric Jesus wears its heart on its 
sleeve, ala The Breakfast Club, Lady Bird, and Almost Famous.

Night Into Day – 1hr 18min (SC Premier)
Director: Ben Hall
Los Angeles, CA
Screening: Thursday 7:30pm
James and Katie Shaw, a couple in 
the middle of a divorce, are caught 
together on the outskirts of a nucle-
ar attack in Los Angeles. With chaos 
reigning outside and the threat of nu-
clear fallout, the two decide to stay 
put inside their damaged apartment 
and wait for rescue only to be antag-
onized by outside forces.

One Moment
1hr 55min (World Premier)
Director: Deirdre O’Connor
New York, NY
Screening: Wednesday 7:30pm
One Moment is a humorous, heart-
warming story of middle-age siblings 
struggling to manage their own lives 
while also caring for their recently 
widowed aging father. Welcome to the 
“Sandwich Generation.”

Features



Anneliza Itkor relocated to 
Hilton Head Island several 
years ago after a 25 year acting 
career split between Chicago 
and Los Angeles. In Chicago, 

Itkor’s focus was on theatrical work; she 
was privileged to perform in such not-
ed spaces as The Goodman, The Body 
Politic, and Wisdom Bridge. During 
this time, she also traveled the country 
with the national tours of Do Black Patent 
Leather Shoes Really Reflect Up? (Virgin-
ia) and The King and I (Anna). It was in 
Chicago where Anneliza also started her 
journey in commercial and narrative voiceover and on-camera commer-
cial work. During her 14 years in LA Ms. Itkor appeared in numerous 
films including Disclosure, Demolition Man, and the indy hit Confessions 
of a Sexist Pig. Her television credits include The Young and the Restless 
and guest appearances on The West Wing, Boston Public, and Babylon 5. 
She also spent a year in Mexico City filming the Fox tele-novella The 
Guilt. Anneliza also built a substantial voiceover resume that included 
being the voice of Birdseye, Subaru and Mazda. During her last years 
in LA she enjoyed directing multiple projects and worked as a casting 
director for The Voicecasters in Burbank.  Since relocating to the qui-
eter, far more beautiful, environs of Hilton Head Island, Anneliza has 
continued to work in the voiceover industry from her home studio.

awards host

Two years ago, 
BIFF intro-
duced a new 
award in lov-
ing memory 

of our friend Susan Shaf-
fer, who left this world 
far too soon. Susan was a 
nature lover, an activist, a 
student, a teacher, a film 
enthusiast, and a friend to 
everyone she met. The Su-
san A.K. Shaffer Human-
itarian Award transcends 
category and genre and 
will be presented to the 
filmmaker whose work best exemplifies the need for positive social, 
cultural and/or environmental change in our time. The “Susan” is 
sponsored by Mark Shaffer.

susan a.K. shaFFer
humanitarian award



Page Cooper Anderson
PATIRI In the Promised Land

Short

best director

Bandwidth
Short

The Cake
Student

Electric Jesus
Feature

Exit Zero
Short

For Your Consideration
Short

Graceland
Short

Javelina Run
Short

Less Heat in Arizona
Short

Like Daughter, Like Mother
Short

Now You See Us
Short

Oddly Popular
Short

One Moment
Feature

Out of Stock
Student

Plot
Short

Rent Do
Short

Writer’s Block
Short

best comedy

Clyde Baldo
Monarch Butterfly

Short

Aimee Long
A Shot Through the Wall

Feature

Chris White
Electric Jesus

Feature

Dale Griffiths Stamos
Dirty Little Secret

Short

Dana Marissa Schoenfeld
 PATIRI In the Promised Land

Short



822 Bay Street • Beaufort
843-524-7771 • www.QonBay.com

Can’t Beat Our View!

Beaufort’s Largest Covered Waterfront Patio

Come Hungry...
Leave Full

Featuring Award Winning BBQ
& Southern Cuisine

32 Drafts on Tap



Cooper Shaw
Hallways and Doors

Deborah Kuhn
Monarch Butterfly

Devi Morgan
Like Mother, Like Daughter

Jordan Gosnell
Like Mother, Like Daughter

Jeanine Bartel
Exit Zero 

best actress

Jane Hajduk
Dirty Little Secret

Anthony Robert Grasso
Monarch Butterfly

Clyde Baldo
PATIRI in the Promised 

Land

Danny Aiello
One Moment

Daniel Hall
Dirty Little Secret

Kenny Leu
A Shot Through the Wall

best actor

Jarrod Crawford
Hallways and Doors



The Beaufort Film Society (BFS) is a nonprofit, mem-
ber-supported organization, dedicated to providing 
the highest levels of entertainment and education 
from all areas of the film industry.  Through numer-
ous events, 

programs, and the 
Beaufort International 
Film Festival, the BFS is 
committed to providing 
the community with a 
longstanding commit-
ment to entertainment, 
outreach, and education 
through film. We are a 
vibrant community of 
filmgoers and filmmak-
ers who believe in the 
transformative power of cinema in all its glorious forms. The 
many year-round BFS benefits include advance ticket sales and 
discounts on screenings, services and products and network-
ing events. If you truly love film, join us for a world of oppor-
tunity all year long. Please visit us at BeaufortFilmFestival.com

beauFort Film society

To all of our hardworking staff and many volunteers, we 
thank you for your dedication, diligence, and determi-
nation. After much planning, organizing, and meeting 
over the past several months, the big event is finally 
here. You have all demonstrated an unparalleled com-

mitment to ensuring that this year’s film festival is a great success. 
We could not have done it without your unwavering support.

–  Rebecca and Ron Tucker

thanK you volunteers!



Cocktail Hour - 6pm     •     Awards Ceremony - 7pm

Opening Remarks/Official Welcome
Anneliza Itkor, Emcee/Host for the Evening

Recognition of Sponsors, Guests & Volunteers
Ron & Rebecca Tucker, Festival Directors

Recognition of Finalists and Awards Presentation
Anneliza Itkor, Emcee/Host for the Evening

Awards Presentation

Volunteer of the Year Award       Rebecca Tucker
Screenplay Award           Candace Bruder
Animation Award                             Mark Kirkland
Student Film Award                  Edna Davis
Short Film Award                   Randy Goodwin
Documentary Feature Award               Michael McFee
Documentary Short Award                           Michael McFee
Feature Film Award                   Susan Murphy Klamm
Best Actress Award         Margaret Evans
Best Actor Award                      Hoyt Richards
Best Director Award        TBD
Susan A.K. Shaffer Humanitarian Award        Mark Shaffer
Best Comedic Award                  Jeff Evans
Duty and Honor Award         Ron Tucker
Audience Choice Award                  Gregg Steele Heppner
Closing Remarks                            Ron & Rebecca Tucker

awards ceremony

Practical & Professional Management Services 
Many Rentals Available!

843-525-1677 or email PalmettoShores1@PalmettoShores.com
2201 Boundary St. Ste. 101, Beaufort  •  PalmettoShores.com 

PALMETTO SHORES PROPERTY



EST. 1877

Antiques Home & LocAL Art

HOME OF SEASIDE GROWN BLOODY MARY MIX
–– featuring ––

INDIVIDUAL SHOPS SOURCED
WITH ECLECTIC WARES FOR THE

HOME AND GARDEN
Hours:  Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm  •  Closed Sunday

853 Sea Island Parkway  •  St. Helena Island  •  843-838-1810

Beaufort’s PremierBeaufort’s Premier

Publications forPublications for

News, Culture, Arts,News, Culture, Arts,

Sports, and MoreSports, and More

FREE at 250
Pick-Up Locations

www.LowcountryWeekly.com
www.YourIslandNews.com

and



Come See What’s New for Spring!

•  Casual, Comfortable Fashion

•  Sassy Scarves, Sandals
   & Handbags

918 8th street  •  historic downtown port royal
monday - saturday 11-5  •  843.470.1110

1800
Square Feet
of Fun . . .

•  Unique Florals, Rugs
   & Home Decor

•  Garden Art,
   Stone Benches
   & Bird Baths



(843) 521-4200
820 Bay Street

Beaufort, SC 29902
LowcountryRealEstate.com

READY  •  CAMERA  •  ACTION


